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Massive world capital flows between advanced and developing economies  
(trillion dollars, 2010),  Bain Report, 2012. 

 London is the most competitive financial centre in the world, overtaking 
New York and utterly dominating the rankings compiled by analysts at the 
Z/Yen Group this year. The capital topped every single category in the in-

dex, with the best business environment, the most developed financial cen-
tre, the most impressive infrastructure, the best human capital and the top 
overall reputation. 

  London received a substantial boost from the Conservative victory in 
Mayôs general election, the Global Financial Centres Index report said. 
Labour, led at the time by Ed Miliband, was notably more hostile to busi-

ness in the run-up to the vote. The rejection of independence by Scottish 
voters was also a positive, with foreigners assessing the stability of London 
and Britain as a place to do business. The depth and breadth of business 

activity also helped, with the strength of the professional services and insur-
ance industries alongside banking giving London a boost in the rankings. All 
the finance professionals surveyed ranked London very highly, indicating 

that it is a stable place to work. 
ñRule Britannia: London overtakes New York as the world's best financial centreò, Tim Wal-

lace, The Telegraph,  23 September 2015 

  GSK company is improving the efficiency and competitiveness of its manufac-
turing network. It means investments for respiratory and HIV medicines manu-
facturing in the UK and strategic reviews, including the sale or closure of UK 

manufacturing sites. 
  GSK has a significant presence in the UK with 9 manufacturing sites, a global 
R&D site and corporate headquarters. GSK is one of the largest private R&D 

investors in the UK spending over a £1billion a year. Overall, GSK employs a 
total of around 17000 people across the UK of which 5000 are in manufactur-
ing operations. GSK exports around 80% of UK manufactured products 

(pharmaceutical and consumer healthcare) and has nearly 100,000 employees 
in over 100 countries. 
  GSK's outgoing chief executive said that leaving the EU would be a mistake 

as the company benefited from the free movement of highly qualified scientists 
across Europe and a single EU framework for regulating and approving drugs. 
But the company has clearly decided that Britain's highly-skilled workforce, 

relatively low tax rates, and incentives for investing in research outweigh Brexit 
concerns. There is also the benefit of a cheaper pound when producing prod-
ucts bound for foreign markets. 

ñGSK: UK still 'attractive' post Brexitò, BBC News, 27 July 2016. 
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 The immigrant population of England and Wales increased by 2.9m in the decade to 2011, bring-
ing the number of people born abroad close to one in eight, according to census results. [é] 

India, Poland and Pakistan were the top three countries from where foreign-born people had 
arrived since 2001, the Office for National Statistics (ONS) said ; the biggest rise was from Po-
land. [é] The largest increase in non-UK born population was in London, where over a third of 

residents were born abroad and almost a quarter were not British nationals. 
  "Today we are painting a picture of our society, where we are born, our ethnicity, our religion, 
our health and much, much more," said Guy Goodwin, census director at the ONS. "The release 

is giving a picture of big change since 2011 and a population that is increasingly diverse." [é] 
"What is your main language?" was a new question for 2011. In 91% of households everyone 
spoke English, while in 1% of households no adult spoke English but at least one child did. In 4% 

of households no one spoke English as the main language. Mixed-ethnicity Britain is a growing 
trend as 12% of households had members who were of different ethnic groups, three points more 
than in 2001. 

ñCensus: almost one in eight people in England and Wales born abroadò,  Robert Booth, The Guardian, 11 Dec. 2012 

Global 
people 
flows 

(millions) 
G.J. Abel and 
N. Sander, 
Quantifying 

Global Inter-
national 
Migration 

Flows, 2014.  

ñFuelled by the American Dram, immigration may be 
US primary population growth driver by 2027ò, Moni 

Basu, CNN, May 17th, 2013. 

 Oxford University's Migration Observatory found that 7% of those who came to the UK from 
the EU were born outside the continent. [é] But why abandon the good life in Sweden, or the 
Netherlands, to start again from scratch in Britain? 

  "I think the UK is more open," says Jibril, whose family fled Somalia in 1989 for Holland 
where he worked for a printing firm and now a London bus driver. He admires the success of 
non-white people in Britain ï totally absent on the continent, and mentions the Asian commu-

nity who came to the UK from Uganda. "They are landlords, businessmen, lawyers. It's amaz-
ing," he enthuses. For Kevin Obudako, who was born in Nigeria but came to Britain from Ger-
many where he was racially taunted, "London has become a place where black people can 

live." An awareness of British post-colonial migration drew him here. "You had Nigerians, Ja-
maicans. Everyone was accommodated." 
  It's no surprise when immigrants flatter Britain. People from brutal dictatorships admire our 

freedoms. The global poor dream of our prosperity. But these EU migrants with all of western 
Europe at their feet are drawn to Britain ï even if they are at first poorer as a consequence. 
Their admiration of our society seems to indicate some kind of "British dream."  

ñThe British dream: why Europe's African citizens come to Britainò, Mukul Devichand, The Guardian, 28 Jan. 2013. 

  The latest data on outbound tourism spending are very encouraging. Despite the many chal-
lenges of recent years, results of spending on travel abroad are consistent with the 4% growth to 
1.2 billion international tourist arrivals 2016 benefits many countries all around the world, translat-

ing into economic growth, job creation and opportunities for sustainable development. 
2016 was another strong year for outbound 
tourism from China, the worldôs leading out-
bound market. [é] This growth consolidates 

Chinaôs position as number one source market  
since 2012, following a double-digit growth in 
tourism expenditure since 2004. Tourism 

spending from the United States the worldôs 
second largest source market  increased 8% in 
2016. Germany, the UK, France and Italy are 

the four European markets in the top ten and all 
reported growth in outbound demand last year.  

ñ2016 Tourism market trendsò,  World Tourism Organization UNWTO, 12 April 2017. 
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  The Dover/Calais ferry route and the Channel Tunnel carried more than 28.8 million passengers 
in 2013. The huge volume of international traffic passing through Calais, and its geographical 

position as the closest point to the UK, may both be factors in attracting migrants intending to 
access the UK by clandestine means.  
  Besides, the route between Calais and Dover is hugely significant for the UK both in practical 

terms ï as a major route in and out of Britain for people and goods - and symbolically as both a 
gateway to Britain and a barrier that protects it. [é] While Dover is seen to represent the solidity 
of Britainôs coastal borders, Calais has traditionally represented a source of potential threat to 

Britainôs borders. [é] The migrant crisis turned it into a source of real threat as immigrants who 
donôt get the right to come to the UK are stopped, and cluster, there. 
  While those migrants in Calais hoping to travel to the UK are very visible, research suggests 

that vastly greater numbers of irregular migrants in the UK arrived by air rather than in the back of 
a truck, and that most started out with legal status, but subsequently lost it. So, while Calais is a 
very visible bottleneck through which many of those intending to enter the UK by clandestine 

means may pass, it does not seem to be the main route into the UK for irregular migrants.  
"Calais and clandestine migration into the UKò, The Migration Observatory, Oxford University, 24 Oct 2014. 

Europe, a Haven. "The New Europeans",  
National Geographic, October 2016 

  The EU's external border force, Frontex, monitors migrant routes and numbers and put the figure 

crossing into Europe in 2015 at more than 1,800,000 - compared to 280,000 arrivals in 2014. The 
majority of the refugees seeking asylum are from Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan. The conflict in Syria 
continues to be by far the biggest driver of migration but the ongoing violence in Afghanistan and 

Iraq also leads people to look for new lives elsewhere.  
  Tensions in the EU have been rising due to the disproportionate burden faced by countries 
where the majority of migrants have been arriving: Greece, Italy and Hungary. In September, EU 

ministers voted to relocate 160,000 refugees EU-wide. The huge influx and the 13 November 
Paris attacks caused six EU states in the Schengen zone to impose temporary border controls.  
  The UK has opted out of the Schengen Agreement and signed the Le Touquet treaty with France 

to prevent refugees from setting feet on UK soil and thus claim asylum. The UK has also refused 
the EU relocation plans but 1,000 Syrian refugees were nevertheless resettled in 2015 and  Prime 
Minister David Cameron has said the UK will accept up to 20,000 refugees from Syria over the 

next five years. 
"Europe Migrant crisis", BBC News Special report, 4 March 2016.  

"Calais migrants: Hundreds moved from 'Jungle' 

camp", BBC News, 24 October 2016. 

  Media dealing with the óthreatô posed by Calais have tended to focus on its role as a transit point for ir-
regular migrants intending to access the UK by stowing away on vehicles and trains passing through the 
Channel Tunnel. Up to 10,000 migrants are now living at the Calais Jungle camp and are using desperate 

and violent measures to cross the Channel. Footage of a group of refugees attempting to force their way 
onto a passenger ferry, with the intention of entering the UK unlawfully, possibly to claim asylum later on, 
created something of a media sensation in September 2015. 

  Consequently construction work has begun on a UK-funded wall. The 4m barrier will run for 1km along 
both sides of the main road to the northern French port. Dubbed the "Great Wall of Calais" by some me-
dia, it is an attempt to deter would-be stowaways and address business decline due to attempts by mi-

grants to board trucks. 
  Clandestine crossings, however, roughly equals only 0.3 per cent of all arrivals in Dover. Home Office 
figures suggest that there are 7,000-18,000 attempted clandestine border crossings annually, but because 

people try and are thus counted repeatedly the actual number of individuals involved would be smaller.  
"Calais migrants: Work begins on UK-funded border wall", BBC News, 20 September 2016. 

Seeking asylum in Europe,  
"Refugee crisis: Migration to Europe 

explained in seven charts", BBC News 
Special report, 4 March 2016. 
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Refugee city , "What is the Calais Jungle, how many 
refugees live there and will they claim asylum in the UK?",  

T. Gillespie and J. Hale, The Sun, 24 October 2016 

  The example of a previous Calais crisis is in everyone's minds - Sangatte. From 1999 to 2002, a 
Eurotunnel hangar was turned into a Red Cross centre for migrants. Originally conceived for just 

a few hundred, by the end it was holding 2,000 refugees, many being smuggled into the UK. The 
French and UK governments agreed that Sangatte was attracting migrants and closed it down, 
the UK accepting half the migrants in exchange for the Touquet treaty.  

    Over the next decade numerous makeshift camps would spring up around Calais with police 
regularly closing them down. The Jungle took on its current form and became notorious during 
the European migrant crisis which began in 2015. In January 2015, the French government 

opened a day centre to accommodate 50 displaced women and children. A report by The Guard-
ian in April 2015 found that more than 1,000 men were sleeping rough in the wasteland around 
the centre - now closed, with the makeshift town quickly becoming known as the ñJungleò. 

  The French authorities have made detailed plans for moving migrants out of the camp. But what 
happens next? Does emptying the Jungle mean the Calais problem is solved once and for all? Or 
will the same process soon start all over again? After all, just because the migrant camp has 

been closed, that does not mean the draw of England is any the less strong.  
ñWhat next after the Jungle?", Hugh Schofield, BBC News, Paris, 24 October 2016 .  

  A personôs rationale for travelling to the UK 
rather than another EU member state to claim 
asylum or to reside illegally will vary: People 

may fear for their treatment in certain states, 
and consider the UK to be safer, but other 
factors such as language skills, family or 

friends networks and expectations based on 
press, TV and internet may all play a role. [é] 
  A recurring narrative in the UK media is that 

the UK is seen as a ósoft touchó by migrants 
intending to come and either claim asylum or 
live in the country without legal status. And the 

mayor of Calais claimed that Calais was being 
over-loaded with migrants because: ñbecause 
they believe they will be looked after if they get 

to Britain.ò She believed that they saw Britain 
as an ñel Doradoò where they could ñWork the 
black market easily.ò [é] 

  The UK has made significant efforts not to be 
seen as a ósoft touchô for asylum seekers. Asy-
lum seekers are not allowed to work or claim 

benefits. Those in need of financial support are 
provided with about £5 per day and, if they are 
provided with accommodation, they are not 

able to choose where they live. [é] Irregular 
migrants cannot claim benefits, cannot work 
legally, do not have access to services such as 

healthcare, and are subject to detention and 
subsequently deported if found. 

"Calais and clandestine migration into the UK", The 
Migration Observatory, Oxford Uni., 24 Oct 2014.  

The fear of invasion: hysteria in 
the British press and social 

media, 31 July 2015. 

  As the sun sets on Calais, a new barbed wire fence glints, casting a 
shadow over the growing migrant camp known as the ñJungleò. On the 
other side of the fence, cars and lorries trundle towards the port of Calais 

and the northern edge of the Schengen Area, where people can move 
freely across much of Europe. 
  On what was once an industrial dumping ground, tents and tarpaulin 

stretch into the distance. These are the makeshift homes currently pro-
viding insufficient shelter from the elements for more than 3,000 refugees 
living in appalling conditions that would not meet any humanitarian stan-

dards. They are hungry and distressed. Toilet facilities are limited. Piles 
of rubbish attract rats and other pests. There is only access to cold water, 
often at some distance.  

  The aid agency Medecins Sans Frontieres carried out a survey in May 
which found 82 per cent of the refugees in the camp were aiming to 
reach Britain. Most believe there is a better prospect of finding work, legal 

or not. Many want to claim asylum, although others want to enter incog-
nito. The language issue is also important: many migrants speak English 
and no French. Others have relatives in the UK which is a big draw. 

Some believe that there is better housing and education available. 
"Is this really Europe? �ª�����6�X�U�L�Q�G�D�U���'�K�H�V�L����The Conversation, 24 July 2015.  

Seen in Cal-
aisô ñJungleò 

camp.  

Photo: Philippe 
Huguen/AFP/
Getty Images, 

iNews, 30 August 

2016 
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