
 

 

 

Has California transitioned to sustaina-
ble development? 
 
Structure 
 
1· An economic power  
  1.1± A world power 
  1.2± With unequal beneĜts 
2· A too attractive state?  
  2.1± An attractive region 
  2.2± Victim of its success 
3· A threatened environment  
  3.1± Many environmental crises 
  3.2± But major environmental efforts 
 
Notions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary 
 

GEO t u  

CS1 £ Transition challenges in  
California, a developed US state ¤ 

   The eviction of low-income families 
in the shadow of Facebook®s huge and 
expanding campus, next to their 
homes, offers a stark illustration of 
California®s housing crisis and increas-
ing income inequality.  
  The disproportionate impact on Lati-
nos and African Americans in the 
neighbourhood is evident to locals: W̄e 
are displaced. We are pushed away.?° 
They make up one-third of the Silicon 
Valley®s population but have barely 5 
percent of jobs in the top Ĝrms. In the 
past two years, income dropped 18% 
for Blacks and by 5% for Hispanics. 

S̄ilicon Valley families driven out°, Sam 
Levin, The Guardian,  Wed 20 Jun 2018. 

   For most Americans, the N̄ew Econ-
omy,° has meant a descent toward a 
precarity usually associated with devel-
oping nations.  But San Francisco au-
thorities are not discussing building 
more affordable housing. New infra-
structure projects to ease congestion 
are nowhere to be seen.  
    As a result, the region is losing its 
attraction. In 2017, several areas saw 
their largest outward migrations in a 
decade. This is not just a case of low-
income groups being pushed out ; 
techies share their concern about the 
high cost of living and bad trafĜc.  
°Silicon Valley a victim of its own success°, 

The Economist, Sep 1st 2018. 

   For most of the 20th century, California 
was sold to migrants as a true paradise -
beaches, vast green lawns, eternal sun-
shine and the country's fertile crescent. 
But that was a lie.  
   California is arid and dry. Nature did not 
intend for there to be hundreds of thou-
sands of acres of lawns and orange 
groves and almond orchards. Farms use 
40% of the state's total water, 120 golf 
courses use 16% of California water sup-
ply, state residential use is double the US 
average - and water supply is drying up. 

T̄he Race to Save California from Drought°, 
Elijah Wolfson, Newsweek Magazine, 

23/04/2015. 

   California®s gross domestic prod-
uct rose by $127 billion, surpassing 
$2.7 trillion - and the U.K.'s econom-
ic output. Even more impressive 
comparing the 40 million Californians 
to UK®s 65 million people. 
   It demonstrates the power of 
California®s economy, home to the 
Silicon Valley global high-tech cen-
tre, the world®s entertainment capital 
in Hollywood and the nation®s agri-
cultural heartland of the Central 
Valley. All sectors -except farming, 
contributed to this higher GDP led by 
digital services and concentrate, with 
most of the population, in the San 
Francisco-San Diego megalopolis. 
C̄alifornia economy ahead of UK°, Tom 

Dowles, Los Angeles Times, May 4, 2018. 

   California is home to about a quarter 
of the foreign-born population nation-
wide. In 2017, 27% of California®s 
population was foreign born, more than 
double the percentage in the rest of 
the country. In the past 10 years, the 
decline in international immigration has 
contributed to the slowdown of Califor-
nia®s overall population growth.  
  The vast majority of California®s immi-
grants were born in Latin America 
(50%) or Asia (40%) but the majority of 
recent arrivals are from Asia. Most of 
them (70%) speak English and have 
either very low or very high levels of 
education.  

C̄alifornia immigrants°, California Public 
Policy Institute, 2019. 

Congested trafĜc on I-880 in Oakland, CA inches 
past a homeless encampment. Johnny Miller, Une-

qual Scenes, June 2018. 

T̄he Fried West°, David Horsey, The Los 
Angeles Times, 2014. 

Title :  

Source: American Immigration Council, Im-
migrants in California, October 4, 2017. 
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California migrant workers occupation, 
2015.  

Source: S̄ilicon Valley: one in four people are experienc-
ing food insecurity°, The Guardian, 12 Dec 2017. 

Percentage of the population at  
risk of hunger per 10,000 people 

A contrasted Silicon Valley 

Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis & CIA 
World Factbook, statista.com, 2016. 

   California is the most populated state 
in the nation and has the largest econo-
my. Although California has the world's 
Ĝfth-largest economy, the state has one 
of the lowest per capita energy con-
sumption levels in the United States.  
   California's extensive efforts to in-
crease energy efĜciency using high-tech 
have restrained growth in energy de-
mand. The state is rich in threatened 
energy resources -oil and hydroelectrici-
ty, but leads the nation in electricity 
generation from solar, geothermal, wind 
and biomass resources. 
C̄alifornia state proĜle°, US Energy Admin-

istration, November 15, 2018. 

Title :  

Title :  Title :  

Title :  Title :  

Source: C̄alifornia®s improved economy comes as green-
house gases fall°, California Environmental Protection 

Agency, June 16, 2017. 

Source: C̄alifornia®s improved economy comes as green-
house gases fall°, California Environmental Protection 

Agency, June 16, 2017. 



 

 

 

Has the UK transitioned to sustainable 
development? 
 
Structure 
 
1· An unequal development  
  1.1± An economic power 
  1.2± But an unequal society 
2· An attractive country  
  2.1± For immigrants  
  2.2± For tourists 
3· A threatened environment  
  3.1± By population change 
  3.2± By climate change 
 
Notions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary 
 

GEO t u  

CS2 £ Transition challenges  

 in the UK, a developed country ¤ 

   The fundamental domestic chal-
lenge confronting the UK as a high-
ly developed country is that of 
creating a dynamic and stable mar-
ket economy whose beneĜts are 
also widely shared.°  
   Nowhere is this truer than in 
London, the epicentre of the great 
British inequality explosion. Here, 
the city with the highest GDP in the 
UK and Europe, even the middle 
class can no longer afford a flat 
forcing them to move out in search 
of affordable places where a family 
can live. This is of course even 
worse for low income families.  
Īnequality is ruining Britain°, Alex Proud, 

The Telegraph, 04 May 2015. 

   The government's latest climate 
change risk assessment identiĜes 
flood as one of the key climate 
threats for the UK with about 
330,000 properties currently at 
risk. Other risks include stress on 
water resources -potentially af-
fecting an estimated 27-59 million 
people, and to ecosystems such 
as land pollution and conversion. 
   The impacts of climate change 
outside the UK could have a larger 
effect on the British economy 
ranging from increased food pric-
es, as the UK imports 40% of its 
food supply, to changing migration 
patterns. 

T̄he potential impacts of climate 
change for the UK°, Duncan Clarke, 

The Guardian, 8 Oct 2013. 

   The UK is attractive for its historic 
heritage and exciting contemporary 
culture. Destinations linked to popular 
books, Ĝlms and TV series like Harry 
Potter or Game of Thrones, are ex-
pected to attract many visitors. Lately, 
travellers, from Europe, the US and 
China, have increasingly been arriving to 
buy luxury designer brands in London. 
   As the UK is expecting even more 
tourists next year, the generated reve-
nue is expected to rise by 20% but the 
state must do more to  support local 
communities and protect historic and 
natural resources. 
ŪK braced for record number of tourists in 
2018°, Miles Brignall, The Guardian, 26 Dec 

2017. 

   After World War Two, a victorious 
but destroyed Britain needed workers. 
Employers encouraged Irish immigra-
tion and looked to former colonies  
worldwide -from India to Africa or the 
Caribbean, with strong cultural links 
with Britain, like the language.  
   They became factory workers or 
nurses and helped restore the econo-
my. They arrived in the hope of build-
ing a new life for their young families 
and their descendants now shape a 
more diverse society. The largest 
groups live in and around London or 
are concentrated in large industrial 
centres.  

Ā Multicultural Society°, Clare Lavery,  
BBC World Service,  2013. 

   In 2015, the economy of the UK was 
the number two in Europe and Ĝve in 
the world by GDP, totalling 2.848 
trillion USD. The services sector, in 
particular banking and insurance, is 
the UK®s strongest sector. The UK is 
the world®s eleventh manufacturing 
nation, with leading aerospace and 
pharmaceutical industries. The south 
of England and the Greater London 
area are the motor of the UK econo-
my. 
   But the Brexit vote in June 2016 has 
created uncertainty: the British econo-
my is not growing as fast as predicted 
and imports could be disrupted. 
T̄he Economy of the UK: An Overview Ö,  

InterNations.org, 2016. 

  The UK's growing population, a 
rising number of older people and an 
increase in small households is 
putting the environment under in-
tense strain. Shifts in the de-
mographics of Britain have created 
"crunch points" in the south-east and 
other urban centres, with water 
supplies, air quality and waste man-
agement all suffering from the im-
pact of greater demand and con-
sumption. 
  The cost of Ĝxing Britain's environ-
mental problems will soar without 
fresh efforts to reduce waste, use 
less resources and draw people to 
less populated areas. 
Ēnvironment under intense strain°, Ian 

Sample, The Guardian, 16 February 2011. 

Source: T̄he 
challenge of 
multicultural 
societies in 
the UK°, Ge-
ography 
blog, April 
2019. 

Source: ŪK top ten import partners°, 
uktradeinfo.com, 2015. 
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Source: ŪK population concerned about tourism sustainability 
in the country 2018-2020, by age°, S. Lock, statista.com, 

March 16, 2021. 
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Source: C̄ity dwellers escape to the countryside°, 
Rightmove report, 10 August 2020. 
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Source:  Greater London Authority, London the global power-
house, Feb 2016. 

Londoners® top concerns.  
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Source: ŪK energy transition°,  crudeoilpeak.co.uk, April 2018. 


