
DOC.1  Under the 2011 Fixed Term Parliaments Act, a 
general election takes place every five years on the first 
Thursday in May. As the last general election was in 2015, 
the next one was scheduled for May 2020. 
     But an election can be called ahead of schedule if mem-
bers of Parliament (MPs) vote for an early election by a two
-thirds majority. Theresa May called such a snap election 
because of the Brexit negotiations and Westminster agreed  
with the Prime Minister (PM) by 522 votes to 13.  

‘PM calls snap election’, BBC NEWS, 20 April 2017. 

QUESTIONNAIRE:  

1. POLITICAL PARTIES Docs  2 & 4 ; all US docs. What are the main political parties in the UK and the USA (name, associated colour, 

right-wing or left-wing party)? What are the names and the political party of the current UK PM and the current US president? 

2. MAJOR ELECTIONS  

DOC.2  THE UK 2017 GENERAL ELECTION RESULTS  

Share of the 650 MP seats in the House of Commons 

CONSERVATIVE 318 seats - 48.9 % 

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT 12 seats - 1.8 % 

LABOUR 262 seats - 40.3 % 

• The 2008 US historic presidential election   

The presidential nomination,  
Stephen Peray, February 6, 2008. 

    Democratic Senator Barack Obama was 
elected the first black president of the 
United States, finally ending US Civil War. 
It prompted celebrations across a country 
born with the ugly birthmark of slavery.  
    In a hard-fought presi-
dential race he decisively 
blocked his Republican 
rival McCain's path to the 
White House.  

"Obama wins historic US election", BBC News, 5 November 2008. 

DOC.4  THE UK 2019 GENERAL ELECTION RESULTS  

Share of the 650 MP seats in the House of Commons 

CONSERVATIVE 365 seats - 56.1% 

LABOUR 203 seats - 31.2% 

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT 11 seats - 1.7% 

DOC.3  After his landslide election victory yesterday, Boris 
Johnson has met the Queen at Buckingham Palace where 

the head of state formally asked him to form the next gov-
ernment. As Mr Johnson became the new party leader and 
Britain's Prime Minister in July after Theresa May’s resigna-
tion over Brexit, he will continue in office with the majority 
he needs to pass his Brexit deal. 

Hamish Mackay, BBC NEWS, 13 December 2019.  

The UK general election 

• Holding the election. Doc.1, 2 & 4. What is a general election 

(GE)? How frequently is it held? So how long the prime minister’s 
(PM) term last? What is the exception? How do you get one? 

When did they last take place? When is the next GE due? 

• Winning the GE. Doc.2, 3 & 4. Which political party won the 

GE? What’s the difference between its 2017 and its 2019 results? 
What was the consequence for the current PM? 

• Becoming PM in the UK All docs. Draw a timeline spanning 10 

years with the date and type of GEs and add the name of PMs. 
Doc.5. Change colour and add 2 other PMs. Was there a GE? 
Doc.3 & 5 So what is the other way to become PM? Fill in your 
timeline with possible dates and reason for each change of hands. 

Regardless of how they became PMs, when did they officially be 
so? Why (think in terms of head of government and state)? 

The US presidential election 

• Holding the election. Doc.6 & 7. How frequently is the US 

presidential election held? So how long is a presidential term? 
How many times can a president stand for re-election? Doc.8. 

When is the president elected? Are they really president then? 
How are they called? When do they really become president?  

• Winning the party nomination. Doc.8. Describe the Demo-

cratic party primaries. Who won the race? Why is it a 2-people 
ticket? Was there such a race in the Republican party? Why? So 
what was the Republican ticket? Why do you think primaries take 

so long? 

• Winning the presidential election. Doc.6. How does a candi-

date win the presidential election? What are the two successive 

votes of the election? So what type of election is it? What was 
unusual in Donald Trump's 2016 victory? Doc.8. And what was 
unusual in his 2020 defeat?   

Presidential Inauguration: President-elect Joe 
Biden takes the oath of office on January 20, 2021. 

DOC.8  THE US ELECTION YEAR 

Getting ready for the Democratic Party 

primaries, Matt Wuerker, Politico,  
18 December 2019. 

The 2020 presi-
dential tickets 

“Joe Biden will become the 46th US president”, CNN 
projection, November 7, 2020 - 4 days after Election Day. 

JANUARY - JUNE           LABOR DAY (1ST MONDAY OF SEPTEMBER) 
Presidential nomination thanks to party primaries  

NOVEMBER - DECEMBER     JANUARY 
Presidential election 

Electoral  
campaign 

DOC.6 The 2016 results, BBC NEWS, 10 Nov. 2016. 

After 50 of 50 states 

270 electors to win 

232 electors  306 
62,984,828 votes  

46.1% of the popular vote 
65,853,514 votes  
48.2% of the popular vote 

DOC.7 Donald Trump’s 2020 defeat. 
8.1. President Trump’s refusal to concede : 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
8.2. CNN SPECIAL EDITION. JANUARY 6, 2021, 1:16 PM.  
“Rioters stormed the halls of Congress to block 
Biden's win after Trump urged his supporters to fight 

against the ceremonial counting of the electoral votes 
that will confirm President-elect Joe Biden's win.” 

majorité relative : simple plurality 
majorité absolue : simple majority 

VOCA-

BULARY  

DOC.5  Charles III invited the new Conservative leader Rishi Sunak, who won the Tory 
leadership contest yesterday, to form a government and become Britain’s 57th prime 
minister. A British South Asian, he will also make history as the first practising Hindu to 
lead the country and, aged 42, the youngest PM in more than 200 years. 
     Sunak is the third Conservative prime PM in less than two months and the fifth in six 
years. In that time, the Tory party has descended from David Cameron’s pragmatic 
Eurosceptism to the soft Brexit proposed by Theresa May, to Boris Johnson’s hard 
Brexit, and thence to the fantasy Brexit of Liz Truss. A journey that began with the 
slogan “take back control” ended with the most spectacular loss of control. 

“It’s the beginning of the Sunak era – and the end of Brexit delusions”, Aamna Mohdin,  
The Guardian, 25 Oct 2022.  

Rishi Sunak met King Charles 
at Buckingham Palace. Photo-
graph: Aaron Chown/Reuters 


